
 
 

 
 
This year the coronavirus has led us to acknowledge 
the opportunity to improve ourselves. Pope Francis 
reminds us, “Here we cry, and we suffer. All of us. 
We can only get out of this situation together, as 
a whole humanity.” We continue our programs to 
help the poor and provide education and basic 
supplies to help those most at risk and in need. 
 
At Billy Gancho School, teachers are reinventing themselves, adapting, and learning to 
teach with technologies on digital platforms such as video lessons and WhatsApp. 
Parents of our students have lost their jobs and are struggling to feed their children, pay 
tuition and purchase technological devices. We are offering scholarships to help students 
continue to attend classes. 
 
Through the Conviver Project in Nova Xavantina we serve 600+ indigenous people who 
need our generosity and support to help them overcome the challenges and prejudices 
they face. Through our Fraternidade e Ação Project we help 100+ needy children, teens 
and adults who live with many risks in the 
Bairro Centro Oeste. We also have a 
program and a Child Education Center in 
the Eastern Region of Goiânia where we 

serve 400+ children and adolescents who live in an area where violence, drugs, alcohol 
and prostitution are prevalent. This year we also implemented educational initiatives and a 
drug resistance program to help build awareness about human trafficking. We have 
collaborated with many groups and volunteers to bring Christ’s charity to those who are 
unemployed and socially vulnerable.  

CARIBBEAN  

Humanity is suffering, and many persons are pushed into poverty, hopelessness and 
despair. This time requires us to come out of the comfort of our convents and become 
the powerful radiating center of life in Christ. 

Amid the pandemic, we continue to serve in collaboration with others. Sisters worked 
with members of the Youth Emergency Action Committee to package and distribute 
food hampers and care packages to families in need, including refugee and migrant 
families and victims of human trafficking. Sisters visited refugees and migrants early in 
the year in their homes in Trinidad to determine the enormity of the crisis. 
 
St. Rose Secondary School and the St. Martin Retreat Centre in Grenada offer online 

opportunities for academic and spiritual education, with a focus on caring for the Earth. St. Rose School’s classrooms and common areas 
are being altered in preparation for students to return. We have added more computers, partitions, hand dryers, new sink stands for hand 
washing, and floor marking to indicate physical distance protocols in the corridors. 
 
Early in the year, the Franciscan Institute hosted school assemblies, concerts, 
retreats and beach clean-ups to spread the message of Laudato Si’. Since the 
pandemic began, they have offered dozens of online educational sessions for 
children, adolescents and adults on a variety of topics, including human trafficking 
and care for creation. Their trained trauma therapists also offer free online therapy 
sessions to the public. We continue to work together in promoting a culture of 
peace, where right relationships and community are nurtured in the Franciscan 
tradition of compassion, moderation, simplicity and reverence for all creation. 

Partnering with SSM 
2020 Newsletter 

The Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother share hope through teaching, 
helping and healing. We are skilled teachers, compassionate caregivers, attentive counselors, caring friends and gentle companions 
to those in need—the sick, the poor, the old, the young, those in crisis. Through prayer and work, we bring fuller life to others.  

  

 

BRAZIL 



TANZANIA 

We know many are suffering 
during the coronavirus. People’s 
health and work have been 
affected; living in solitude during 
times of economic uncertainty is 
difficult. The Sisters in Tanzania 
pray for everyone affected by the 
pandemic every day.  
 
God has protected the Sisters in 
their ministries in Africa. Only a 
few became sick with the virus, 
and schools were closed for only 
two months. The rest of the 
Sisters’ activities continued. This 
year, five new Sisters, five new 
Novices and five new Postulants 
joined the ministries in Tanzania. 
The community in Ifunde 
continued its work with the poor 
and needy through four 

preschools in the villages; the health program in the clinic; the pastoral 
program with women, youth and children in the Parish; the pastoral program 
with 110 secondary schools in the Diocese of Kahama; and our Catholic 
catechism through our educational initiatives. The Sisters continue their work 
to bring fuller life to others all for the great grace of God, through the prayer, 
love and help of the Sisters and friends in Tanzania. 

 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
The SSM Foundation adjusted their ministries 

this year to focus on serving those who are in 

greater need due to the pandemic. They 

developed a new Humanitarian Aid program 

through which they deliver kits filled with food, 

medications, clothing and other necessities to 

families most impacted by the virus and those 

who have lost their jobs. The boxes are filled  

with enough nutritious food, milk and 

medications to last a month for one family 

each. They were taken to the 

border communities in the 

Dajabon and Montecristi 

Provinces, which are the 

poorest areas in the DR, along with the poor neighborhoods in Santiago de los Caballeros. 

 

The staff had to close the Mother Frances Streitel Health Center in Santiago temporarily, but 

have now reopened following the protocols that the government of health dictates, including 

head-to-toe personal protective wear. The Center offers patients medical consultations, 

laboratory tests and dental services. 
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